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ANNOUNCEMENT

The Board of Directors of the Company is pleased to announce that the name of JCG Finance
Company, Limited, a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Company, has been changed to Public Finance
Limited and will trade under the new name from 20 January 2006.

Background

Public Finance Limited (“Public Finance”) (formerly known as “JCG Finance Company, Limited”) was
incorporated in Hong Kong on 20 October 1977. Public Finance is a deposit-taking company under the
supervision of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority.

Public Finance is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Company, the principal activities of which are
deposit taking, personal and commercial lending, mortgage financing, stockbroking, the letting of
investment properties and the provision of finance to purchasers of taxis and public light buses.

Change of Company Name

The name of JCG Finance Company, Limited has been changed to Public Finance Limited and will trade
under the new name from 20 January 2006.

Reason for the Change

The ultimate holding company of Public Finance is Public Bank Berhad (“Public Bank™). The change of
name is a strategic move to consolidate the corporate image of Public Finance as a member of the Public
Bank Group.

Public Bank Group is Malaysia’s third largest banking group by balance sheet size with total assets of
RM111.6 billion (equivalent to HK$228.9 billion) as at the end of 2005. Public Bank is listed in Malaysia
with a market capitalization of over RM22.2 billion (equivalent to HK$45.5 billion) and is the only
Malaysian company to make it to the Forbes “World’s 400 Best Big Companies”.

Impact

Other than the change of company name, the principal activities, ownership and management of Public
Finance shall remain unchanged. Customers will continue to enjoy the high quality of services from
Public Finance.

By Order of the Board
Tan Yoke Kong
Company Secretary
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